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THE WESTERN RAILROADER PAGE THREE. 


History of the 
Hetch Hetchy Railroad 


When the City of San Francisco; Junction. Starting at Hetch 
undertook to develop the Hetch|Hetchy Junction, at an elevation 
Hetchy watershed in 1914 the! of 935 feet, the rpute leads across 
principal problem was that of|rolling country and descends in- 
transportation. The nearest rail-| to the Tuolumne River canyon to 
roads were miles on miles away, | 600 feet elevation. It then follows 
and the highways were little more;up the river, crossing it on a 
than dirt trails. Various means of steel bridge below Jacksonville. 
carrying the supplies were con-| At Moccasin Creek a steep climb 
sidered, but the engineers finally begins, and continues until summit 
decided that the construction of | elevation of 3070 feet is attained 
a railroad was the most econ-| at mile 26, about 1% miles west 
omical and sound solution to the of and near the headquarters 
problem. It was decided that the, town of Groveland where the 
line should be a standard gauge | shops were located. From this 
railroad built on grades not ex- | | point east the line follows gen- 
ceeding 4 per cent and on curves | | erally the dividing ridge between 
not less than 190-foot radius, ex- the Tuolumne and Merced Rivers. 
tending along the entire work, | Thence the general elevation in- 
including the foothill and moun- creases until at mile 62 the high- 
tain division. | est summit is reached—Poopenaut 

To start the work Mr. C. R. Pass— at an elevation of 5064 

Rankin, was hired as a survey | feet. Six miles on continuous des- 
and construction engineer. Mr.|cent on a 4 per cent grade com- 

Rankin, who was formerly with Plete the 68 miles to Damsite, 
the Southern Pacific, was an ex-| Where the elevation is 3870. The 
perienced locating engineer and last nine miles of the railroad 
upon his shoulders fell the job, Was laid upon the roadbed pre- 
of locating the rail line. Rather viously graded and used as a road- 
than follow the valley the line W4@Y- 
was built on the ridges so that! Start on the construction of 
a down hill haul of supplies this project was made with the 
could be made from the railroad awarding of a contract on July 
to the place where construction 8th, 1914 to the Utah Consiruc- 
was actually taking place. | tion Company for the first 9 mile 

Connection was made with the unit of the railroad construction,,. 
Sierra Railway of California at which was completed the follow- 
Hetch Hetchy Junction, 26 miles ing January. Late in 1915 a con- 
from the town of Oakdale, and tract was awarded for the grading 
the Hetch Hetchy Railroad, as and construction of the 59 miles 
the line was named, built a round of roadbed from Hog Ranch west- 
house and supply depot at the erly to Hetch Hetchy Junction at 
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a cost of $1,543,080.74 to F. Ro-|self-supporting, paying all costs 
landi. During construction the| of operation and maintenance, in- 
State Engineer attempted to com- | terest on cost of construction and 
pel the Hetch Hetchy line to]|equipment, it was necessary to 
build and maintain overhead |charge passengers 7% cents per 
crossings at intersections with|mile, and freight 12% cents per 
the Big Oak Flat road, but after|ton-mile. These rates resulted in 
protest the State Railroad Com-|charges of $10.15 to carry a ton 
mission removed the jurisdiction |of freight from Hetch Hetchy 
of the State Engineer from any | Junction to the damsite, and $5.00 
further interference with the|per passenger for the same ride. 


City’s plans. In addition to the six steam 
The road—commenced in 1916— | engines operated by the railroad 
was completed in October, 1917,|Company the line had several 
after over 1,000,000 cubic yards | 8asoline rail-busses for passenger 
of excavation; and the city com- | Service some of which were built 
menced operations. The city pur-|by the A. Meister Sons Company 
chased the necessary equipment, |in Sacramento, California. These 
consisting of six locomotives, to| cars weighed 12,500 pounds, had 
operate the road. The principal|27 seats, 33 inch drive whee's, 
freight was cement from the }18 inch pony wheels, and could 
cement companies, which was! 4o 30 miles per hour on a 5 per 
shipped in box cars to the Hetch|cent grade. 
Hetchy terminal; some days as} The subsequent completion in 
much as two thousand barrels of | 1924 of the Don Pedro Reservoir 
cement, or 400 tons. The heav-|}by the Turlock and. Modesto Ir- 
iest load any of its locomotives | rigation Districts necessitated the 
could haul up the steep grades|relocation of that part of the 
was three freight cars, each with} Hetch Hetchy Railroad at the 
a capacity of 250 barrels, and Six Bit Gulch crossing, the old 
in order to safeguard the stocks trestle at this point being four 
on hand the railroad had on two | feet below the flow line of the 
occasions to rent additional loco- | new reservoir. The trestle was 
motives from outside railway ;replaced by a nine-span plate 
companies to tide them over the ; girder bridge, 585 feet long, 15 
peak load temporarily. In June’ feet higher in elevation than the 
of 1918 the line was completed old trestle. The reconstruction 
except for some additional track ‘of this bridge and the relocation 
ballasting, and two locomotives of adjacent stretches of track 
were hauling six carloads of | were made on the request of, and 
cement and construction materials; were paid for, by the two ir- 
over the line on a daily schedule. | rigation districts—Turlock and 
In July of the same year the line Modesto. 
was open to the public as a com-| The early use of the railroad 
mon carrier, and the © was in enabled the City of San Francis- 
full operation. co to complete the O’Shaughnessv 
In order to make th. rsilway’ Dam in April, 1923 in three and 
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one-half years, and thereby gave 
San Francisco priority rights in 
the storage of the flood waters 
of the Tuolumne River. (This 
point was very important in a 
recent court case on the subject.) 
No less an authority than Mr. 
M. M. O’Shaughnessy, consulting 
engineer for the City of San 
Francisco, is quoted as saying: 
“Various means of carrying ce- 
ment were considered — truck 
haulage and other alternatives, 
but it was clearly demonstrated 
that the railway was an econom- 
ically sound and wise part of the 
construction program.” 

With the completion of the dam, 
service on the line ‘was curtailed 
and in February of 1924, the line 
ceased to be a common carrier. 
Loon completion of construction 
in the mountains, most of the 
heavy equipment and rolling 
stock was sold. One of the eng- 
ines, number 5, was kept how- 
ever and stored at Groveland. 
The roadbed was then maintained 
only sufficiently for using light 
gasoline equipment for mainten- 
ance of power operation. Tne 9 
miles of track from Mather to 
the dam was removed some years 
later however, and the roadbed 
again used for highway pur- 
poses. 

The line continued in this con- 
dition with the road kept in con- 
dition only for light gasoline 
equipment for maintaining the 
power lines and in winter being 
kept open by a gasoline powered 
snow-plow when truck and auto 
roads were blocked. In 1933 how- 
ever the City of San Francisco 
authorized a bond issue for the 
enlargement of the O’Shaughnessy 





Dam, and the railroad was again 
needed for heavy operations. Ties 
were renewed, trestles repaired, 
the line was put in good condi- 
tion for hauling heavy freight 
fur the enlargement of the dam. 

However instead of again op- 
erating the line themselves, the 
city decided in view of the fact 
that they had only one engine 
that it would be better to lease 
the line to the Sierra Railway. 
On June ist, 1934, the Public 
Utilities Commission and _ the 
Sierra Railway met whereby the 
Sierra agreed to maintain all 
track and structures and pro- 
vide all labor and equipment nec- 
essary for the operation of the 
line. The city therefore in 1936 
disposed of their only remaining 
steam engine to the Weyerhauser 
Lumber Company, and placed 
most of their gasoline-powered 
equipment in storage. It was later 
found however that the Sierra 
could not clear the tracks with 
a V-plow and locomotive, and 
it became necessary to use the 
City’s gasoline-powered rotary 
plow, which proved quite. satis- 
factory. 

The Sierra was well up to the 
task, and the Hetch Hetchv Rail- 
road became the Hetch Hetchy 
Division of the Sierra Railway. 
The company used their two 
heavy 2-8-2’s, numbers 34 and 
36, supplemented by their con- 
solidations numbers, 20, 24, and 
28 on the new division. Other 
equipment, crews, etc., came off 
the extra board of the Sierra 
Railway, and the company found 
the operation of these extra miles 
a profitable venture. 

In May, 1938, with the con- 
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struction work at O’ Diseuiounin 
Dam practically completed and 
the contractor’s heavy equipment 
hauled out, the volume of freight 
to. be -handled. by. rail became 
too small to justify the expense 
of steam operation, and the -in- 
cidental expense of burning grass 
and weeds on the right-of-way 
as required by the State Fire 
Warden each sumnicr_ where 
steam locomotives are use:l. The 
use of steam was therefore dis- 
continued, and gasoline Jocomo- 
tives ‘were used for the remain- 
ing haulage, which was mostly of 
outbound light construction equip- 





ment mee O'Shaualinessy ld 

During. the winter, heavy rain- 
fall and snow fall cause] a great 
amount of interference . with 
movement of freight to and from 
the. dam. Numerous track wash- 
outs: delayed. the transportation 
of freight and required consider- 
able maintenance work. The 
Sierra Railroad, which acquired 
the Sierra Railway of California 
in 1936, has since discontinued 
the operation of the Hetch 
Hetchy Railroad, but have: re- 
cently finished maintenance work 
on..the line as per the. 1934 
agreement, 


Roster of Hetch Hetchy R. R. Locomotives 


No. Type Cyls. Drvs. BP TF Waht. 
1 Heisler (57 tons) 
2 Heisler 


Builder anid Date 


17x15 38 200 30,000 ease Heisler, 1018 


Now Pickering: Lumber. Corp. N 


3 2-8-2 
Ex. 
Oregon Coast No.. 301. 


4 2-8-2 


21x24 46 170 33,000 167,060 Baldwin, 1910 
Youngstown & ‘Ohio River 


No, 1, Now California & 


20x28 48 180 35,700 195,000 Schen. 1920 


Now Newaukum Valley (Wash.) No. 1000 


5 2-6-2 


18x24 48 180 24,800 127,500 Cooke, 1921 


Now Weyerhaeuser Timber ‘Co. No. 100 


6 Shay 


13%x15 36 200 35,100 a Lima, 1921 


Now Pickering Lumber Corp. N 
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This Western Railroad World 


EUREKA-NEVADA 
NO. 10 SCRAPPED 


“Number 10 of the Eureka-Ne- 
vada Railway, which was recent- 
ly abandoned and torn up for 
scrap arrived on a flat car from 
Palisades; Nevada, on May 3rd, 
and ‘was scrapped that very day 
by the United Commercial Com- 
pany of San Francisco. The eng- 
ine ‘was’ a narrow gauge 2-8-0 
built by Vulcan in 1923. 





STERLING CITY PASSENGER 
SERVICE SUSPENDED | 

The State“ Railroad Commis- 
sion has authorized ‘the Southern 
Pacific to discontinue mixed and 
all passenger setvice on their 
Chico-Sterling City branch. Pre- 
viously’ service ‘had been on a 
mixed twice weekly’ basis. 





BAKERSFIELD & KERN SEEKS 
PARTIAL’ ABANDONMENT 
The Bakersfield and Kern Elec- 
tric Railway has applied to the 
_State Railroad Commission for 
permission to. abandon their 
South Chester Avenue line, and 
replace it with busses. In seek- 
ing the change-over the company 
stated that the City of Bakers- 
field was intending to resurface 
South Chester Avenue on or about 
July ist, and that the company 
did not have the money to raise 
the grade of the car tracks to 
meet the new street level. Aban- 
donment of this line would leave 
Bakersfield ‘with only one street 
car line, that on Main Street. 
Track that would be abandon- 
ed would be as follows: double 
track on South Chester from 19th 





to 11th, single track from Chester 
to “P”, single on “P” from 11th 
to 8th, single on 8th from.“P” 
to Chester, single on Chester 
from: 8th to 11th. 

The company at present oper- 
ates eight “birney” cars:and. two 
eight-wheel cars (in extra service 
only), as well as a fleet of bus- 
ses, 





EBT REBUILDS CARS 
. The East 
Bay Transit 
Company is 
rebuildi n g 
one “of >it#féw remaining : two- 
man’ cars, number 978, into a 
one-man car,..at, the Emeryville 
Shops.. The 700. series ‘ears of the 
East Bay Street Railway are be- 
ing repainted and fixed up with 
East Bay Transit emblems~ and 
new type safety guards. A num- 
ber of them’ are now in the Em- 
eryville paint shops, and the job 
is expected to be finished in a 
few weeks. 








FRESNO BIRNEY 
LINES GO OUT 


The birney lines of the Fresno 
Traction Company were changed 
over to busses on April 30th, 
and only the major lines where 
the eight-wheel cars are used 
has street car service still re- 
maining. Routes changed to buss- 
es on the 30th were the Black- 
stone-West Fresno, Fresno-Lily, 
Recreation-McKenzie, and Har- 
vey-Hazelwood, all of these 
routes embrace new combinations 
of former street car and bus 





routes. 
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PORTLAND SERVICE OUT 
Service on the West Side Loop 
of the Portland Traction Com- 
pany’s Council Crest Line was 
discontinued recently due _ to 
slide conditions that made opera- 
tion of the line, which was the 
last two-man line in Portland to 
be changed to one-man opera- 
tion, a hazard. Traction officials 
were negotiating with the City for 
purchase of land so that the line 
could be re-located in a safe 
position, and service resumed. 





MUNI WAITING NEW CARS 


The Municipal 

Railway of San 

Francisco has an- 

nounced that the 

purchase of the 4 

new _ streamlined 

streetcars will be completed in 

a few weeks and that they will 
be in service by mid-summer. 

The cars, costing $112,000 will 

have a seating capacity of 64 

persons and will be painted yel- 

low with a black trim in con- 

trast to the present gray and 

red cars of the Municipal line. 

The cars are designed to be 

rolling advertisements of modern 

street car transportation, and a 

forecast of the type of equipment 

that will replace present cars if 

funds are made available. 





VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE 
Ted Wurm 
The Virginia and Truckee has 
fitted number 18’s_ plow onto 
engine number 25, as the 18 was 
sold to Paramount for the picture 
“Union Pacific”. The 25 has been 





out with the plow only two or 
three times this winter, however, 
as the snowfall has been excep- 
tionally light. Motor 22, the Mc- 
Keen car, has been runing reg- 
ularly throughout the winter 
months, though she is usually 
stored during the Winter. The 
yards at Carson are nearly bare 
of cars and only 20, 25, and 27 
sit in the near-deserted engine 
house. at Carson. Number 26 is 
stationed at Reno. 





SWAYNE LUMBER ' 
LINE ABANDONED 


The Swayne Lumber Company 
of Oroville has discontinued op- 
eration of their narrow gauge 
logging railroad extending from 
Oroville, Calif., up into the ‘woods 
near Merrimac due to the fact 
that “90 mile” haul did not make 
further operations profitable. The 
road once operated as a common 
carrier around 1914 under the 
name BUTTE & PLUMAS and 
also the OROVILLE & PLUMAS. 
The Swayne has been operating 
six geared engines and _ two 
0-6-0T’s which will be sold; dis- 
mantling of the line is expected 
momentarily. 


—_—— 


HAMMOND’S NEW ENGINE 


The Hammond Redwood Com- 
pany has recently put into serv- 
ice the ex-Hammond and Little 
River Redwood Company number 
2, a shay, which has been stor- 
ed at Samoa for-some time. The 
engine, which has been numbered 
and lettered Hammond Redwood 
Company 2, is now in service at 
Carlotta. 
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DA¥IES-JOHNSON MOVING 

The Davies-Johnson Lumber 
Company now at Cal-Pine in the 
Feather River Canyon is moving 
its logging operations to a new 
tract in Calaveras County. A few 
years ago the company operated 
a shay and a 2-6-0, number 26. 
The shay has since been sold. 
They are negotiating for the sale 
of their engine, number 26, to 
a Reno “dealer” as they do not 
intend to use it in their new 
operations. The engine was built 
for the Ocean Shore Railroad and 
also saw service on the Sierra 
Railway. 

SHORT LINE! 

How is this for a short one! 
The Helm Lumber Company of 
Laytonville is operating a logg- 
ing line that is only one-fourth 
of a mile long! The line has 
only recently been built and will 
be extended as the logging op- 
erations get farther from the 
mill. At present the line has a 
7-ton gas motor due to the rela- 
tively light traffic. 





INDIAN VALLEY NOW IN 
HANDS OF SCRAPPER 

The Indian Valley Railroad 
which once ran from Paxton to 
Engle Mine now no longer runs 
to either of these two places! 





| 


Hobart Southern, etc.) is doing 
the job and is working out of 
Crescent Mills. Indian Valley 
number 1 is out of service and 
its tender is used as an auxiliary 
tender for number 2 which is 
being used to scrap the line. The 
scraping company announced that 
they hope to sell the locomotives 
as serviceable equipment, and 
that they will make delivery di- 
rect from Crescent Mills. 





McCLOUD RIVER USES 
NEW ENGINES 

The McCloud River Railroad 
has put into service three new 
engines during the past several 
months, reports from McCloud 
state. Two large 2-8-2’s were pur- 
chased last November from ‘the 
Copper River Northwestern (Al- 
aska) which recently was given 
permission to abandon. The eng- 
ines have been repaired and 
painted in the McCloud River 
Railroad’s shops and are now 
placed in daily service. Number 
72 of the Copper River has been 
numbered 27 of the McCloud; 
and number 73 of the Copper 
River has been numbered 26 of 
the McCloud. 

Also purchased recently was 
the number 101 of the Silver 
Falls Timber Company of Port- 
land, Oregon..The engine is now 


The stretch between Paxton to,in the shops and will be num- 
Crescent Mills has been torn up| bered 16 on the McCloud. 


for several months and now the 





town of Engle Mine has been|SP SCRAPPING EQUIPMENT 
Number 1503, a 4-4-0, at Sparks, 
United Commercial | Nevada. 
Numbers 45 and 61, McKeen 
Eureka-Nevada, | gas-cars, at Sacramento, Calif. 


cut off by the scrapping com- 
pany. The 
Company (who also scrapped the 
Nevada Central, 
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TO SCRAP ENGINE AMADOR CENTRAL GETS 


The Arcata and Mad River have} NEW ENGINE 


indicated that due to an aging| The Amador Central has pur- 
of the boiler of engine number 


: : p chased another engine now that 
4 it will be scrapped in the very ? . 

near future. The engine is a | they have decided to continue 
2-4-0 and is now stored at Kor- | running. The engine, formerly 
bel as the Arcata and Mad River| number 8 .of the McCloud River 
is not running at the present! Railroad, left McCloud on May 








time. | 6th and was placed in a through 
S. P. freight out of Dunsmuir 
COAST LINE CHANGES the foliowing morning. Amador 


On May 7th the Sunset Limit-| Central number 5 has_ been 
ed was made an_ all-Pullman| through the S. P. shops at Sac- 
train between San Francisco and | ramento and is again running on 
Los Angeles, and the Coaster|its own tracks. Number 5 is a 
was changed to an  economy|former S. P. ten-wheeler. Num- 
train carrying luxury coaches and| ber 6, 2-6-2 of the ex-Klamath 
tourist Pullmans on a schedule|Lake Logging Company, was 
that cuts a full hour off its for-| used while 5 was in the shops. 
mer running time. The new engine is a 2-6-2. 
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Hetch Hetchy Railroad gas car operated in freight service. 
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